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GUSTO’S BEST OF 2017! 


» The top restaurants, concerts, movies and theater » Jeff Simon gives ‘All the 
Money in the World’ xxx 4% > New Year’s Eve guide for music lovers | GUSTO 


| TOP 10 SPORTS STORIES | 


NEW YEAR, NEW FACES, 


SAME OLD WOES 


Buffalo’s teams shook things up from the top down this year, 
giving fans craving victory a reason for hope. Not so fast, fans. 


Should you 


pre-pay your 
property taxes? 


Financial planners, tax offices field 
rash of calls, visits from taxpayers 


By STEPHEN T. WATSON 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


For town clerks and coun- 
ty employees, theres a holi- 
day-week scramble to set up 
a first-of-its-kind mechanism 
for property owners to pre-pay 
their 2018 taxes. 

For accountants and finan- 
cial planners, there’s a host of 
questions from their clients 
about whether this makes sense 
for them. 

And for the rest of us, there’s 
the sorting of the pros and cons 
of complicated tax issues in just 
a few short days. 

New Yorkers have the chance 
to pre-pay some of their 2018 
property taxes this year, possi- 
bly saving them some money on 
their 2017 federal taxes. 

That’s because the new tax 
reform bill signed into law by 
President Trump reduces the 
amount of state and local tax- 
es a person can claim as deduc- 
tions on their 2018 federal tax 
return and fewer people may 
itemize deductions on their 
2018 return because there’s a 
larger standard deduction. 

But the last-minute nature 
of the changes is leaving some 
local offices that collect taxes 


flooded with phone calls and 
visits from residents. 

Marjory Jaeger, the Amherst 
town clerk, said there was aline 
of more than a dozen people 
waiting outside her office when 
it opened at 8 a.m. Wednesday. 

“Tt taxes our employees, be- 
cause we are shorthanded,” Jae- 
ger said, apologizing for the pun. 

How “unprecedented” is this 
situation, Mark Poloncarz, the 
Erie County executive, asked at 
a news conference Wednesday: 

“When was the last time you 
had people wanting to pay their 
taxes early?” 

With so much uncertainty 
swirling around the issue, here 
are some answers to the basic 
questions. 

What’s going on here? 

The new tax reform bill 
signed into law by President 
Trump introduced a number 
of changes to the tax code, and 
pre-paying property taxes is 
one way taxpayers may want to 
respond. (More on that later.) 

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
signed an executive order late 
last week making this easier. 
Erie County was among the gov- 
ernments saying they couldn't 


See Taxes on Page A11 


BEST WAYS TO COPE 
WITH THE COLD 


Your car battery isn’t the only thing 
affected by the single-digit temperatures. 
Here are some tips to help avoid weather- 
related woes. Story on Page B1 
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Cleaning house: Buffalo Bills and Sabres owner Terry Pegula, top, holds a news conference April 21 to explain the 
firing of Sabres General Manager Tim Murray and coach Dan Bylsma. New hires this year, above from left, included 


Bills coach Sean McDermott and GM Brandon Beane; and Sabres GM Jason Botterill and coach Phil Housley. 


Interpreting tax code 
1s exercise In creativity 
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fans were forced to deal with boring thoughts of rebuilds and transitions while digesting the 
fact the previous renovators — just a couple years old — had failed. Remember when fans 
were excited about bold GMs Doug Whaley and Tim Murray? Or high-profile coaches Rex 
Ryan and Dan Bylsma? Or aggressive University at Buffalo athletics director Danny White? 
{ They're all gone, as are a bunch of Bills players whose jerseys still populate New Era Field. 


SEE SPORTS ON PAGE A6 


got out of control. 

World Wrestling Enter- 
tainment took it for producing 
wrestling videos. Regional gas 
stations claimed it because they 
mixethanol with base fuel. Gro- 
cery stores asked for it because 
they spray their fruit so that it 
ripens. Pharmacies could take 
it because they have booths that 
print photos. 

Republicans in Congress 


lawyers and accountants are 
eyeing several provisions that 
investors and companies could 
potentially exploit. 

The law, for example, low- 
ers the taxes on so-called 
pass-through income, which 
is earned by partnerships and 
other types of businesses. Con- 
gress sold the provision as a way 


See Loopholes on Page A11 
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OPINION occ 


With this coupon, your | and a $100 minimum 
purchase. Minimum spend must be met after all discounts 
have been subtracted from order and before sales tax has 
been added to order. Excludes the following purchases: 
gasoline, pharmacy, office services, gift cards, alcohol, 
tobacco and any items prohibited by law. Limit one 
coupon per customer. Earn 100 GasPoints with your 
qualifying $100 grocery purchase and an additional 600 
GasPoints with this coupon. GasPoints must be redeemed 
by 1/6/18 to ensure reduced gas price of $1.99° or less, gas 


prices subject to change beyond this date. Normal 
GasPoints restrictions apply. Valid at any participating 
TOPS Friendly Market in NY, Warren PA, Bradford PA or 


Westfield PA. Coupon expires 12/30/17. 
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When you shop THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY, or SATURDAY 

with this SUPER COUPON 
and a grocery purchase 

of $100 OR MORE. 


WITH A GROCERY PURCHASE 
OF $100 OR MORE 


